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FIG. 9

Here you see the first row of stitches in
position. It is most important that all
the stitches should slant in the same
direction. This applies to all cross-stitch.

work.

Fold the large piece of crash in two,
with the sewn hems together.

Now take a piece of canvas the size
of the folded bag. Tack it firmly to
one-half of the bag on the right side.

In working cross-stitch, bring the
needle through from the back in a
square near the lower left-hand corner
of the canvas, working through both
canvas and crash, which is now opened
up flat. Count one square up and one
to the right and put the needle in again
here. Bring it out in the square to the
left of the one where it was inserted,
count one square up and one to the
right, put the needle in, and bring it out
at the next square on the left. Con-
tinue this until the hem is reached
(Fig. 9). All the stitches must slant
from right to left.

Now work down from the top and
cover all the stitches already made
with others slanting in the opposite
direction, i.e.t from left to right
(Fig. 10).

FIG. 10
Above the covering stitches are seen.
This illustration shows also how the canvas
is tacked on the front part of the bag
before the work is begun, It must be firm
and quite flat.
Another row can now be worked in
the next spaces on the right, using
another colour of wool. Begin two
squares up from the end of the first
row and stop two squares from the top.
A third row in the first colour and the
same length as the first row should now
be worked on the right of the second
row (Fig. 8).
The pattern is next worked at the
right-hand side of the bag, and then
the threads of the canvas are all pulled
out, leaving only the sewing on the
crash (Fig. 8).
Tack and over-sew the sides of the bag
(for over-sewing, see Plain Needlework
section) in one of the colours already
used. Over-sew the two strips and sew
them securely to the two sides of the
bag as in Fig. 8.
Cross-stitch can also be done on
loosely woven material, where the
threads of the material can be counted
and act as a guide. Initials on linen arc
often marked in this way.